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Durham whether he had in fact been the owner referred to, and
Lord Durham had not only assented but had further clarified the
issue by writing in a letter : "I also accuse Sir George Chetwynd
of having connived at serious malpractices which are contrary to
the rules of racing/' Moreover, even if Sir George had been
content to keep silent, the stewards of the Jockey Club, whose
attention had been thus publicly called to allegations of flagrant
abuse, could scarcely have let the matter rest.

Nevertheless, a considerable delay ensued with much manoeuvr-
ing for position, the main point of discussion being whether the
dispute should be referred to the High Court or to a committee
of the stewards. In the end it was agreed at a meeting of the
Jockey Club held at the Duke of Richmond's house on June 1,
1888, that the proceedings should take the form of an arbitration
before a committee of the stewards, the general opinion being
that the issues involved were of too technical a character to be
followed or decided by a judge and jury.

Even then progress was leisurely. The pleadings were volumi-
nous , many -witnesses had to be interviewed and their statements
taken down ; Sir Charles Russell, Q.C., Lord Durham's leading
counsel, and Sir George Lewis, his solicitor, were both deeply
engaged in the Parnell Commission then proceeding. It was
accordingly not until June 10, 1889, that the committee, composed
of the Rt. Hon. James Lowther, M.P., the Earl of March and Prince
Soltykoff, were ready to begin the hearing in Queen's Bench
Court 5, which had been placed at their disposal for the purpose.

It would not have been surprising if they had felt somewhat
overawed as they took their places. Enormous interest had been
aroused. The court itself was thronged with members of the
Press and privileged persons to whom Messrs. Weatherby had
issued tickets of admission, together with as many of the public
as could squeeze themselves inside the doors, while hundreds
more gathered outside to see the celebrities arrive and depart
and tens of thousands studied attentively the daily newspaper
reports. Even more intimidating to a lay tribunal, especially if
it had had a prophetic eye, was the array of legal eminence.
For Sir George Chetwynd there appeared Sir Henry James, Q.C.,
Mr. Pollard, Mr. A. T. Lawrence, and Mr. Rufus Isaacs $ for
Lord Durham, Sir Charles Russell, Q.C., Mr. C. W. Matthews, and
Mr. Magniac. Of these Sir Henry James was later as Lord James
of Hereford to bring to the House of Lords the dignity of his hand-
some presence and the lucidity of his fertile mind ; while Mr.
A. T. Lawrence, after long service as a puisne judge, was to succeed
as Lord Trevethin to a brief tenure of the great office of Lord